which is due to the excessive disintegration and waste that continue while the system is under its influences." Same page, says: "If a mouse is placed under a receiver, and allowed to breathe nothing but nitrous oxide, it will die, and on opening the heart and blood vessels, the blood will be found to present a dark color, usually present when death results from asphyxia."
Page 55, author says : " The danger of nitrous oxide con- sists in the fact that it increases oxidation of the fluids and solids of the body, and also acts as a stimulant to the brain and nervous system ; where there exists any predisposition to congestion or inflammation, the administration of nitrous oxide may develop this latent tendency, and a fatal result ensue."
On the contrary, my experiments fully demonstrate the fact that the gas retards oxidation throughout the body, rather than increasing it; which fact will be made more manifest further on. The gas produces symptoms closely allied to catalepsy if not identical; that disease though not dangerous, is not pleasant to witness. The same might be said of the gas. The above writer, says: "The gas increases . oxidation of the fluids and solids of the body, and acts as a stimulant to the brain and nervous system." When If the use of gas could be made the exception and not the rule, it would be quite a different thing altogether.
The abuse is what I object to, not its legitimate and discriminating use, which is all well enough.
